
The Allegan County Great Start Collaborative 
is a partnership of parents and 23 local 
professionals. We are committed to setting up 
and maintaining a broad early childhood system 
that will address a child’s readiness for work 
and for life.

Core responsibilities include:

• �Promoting community awareness of early 

childhood issues.

• �Advocating for quality early childhood 

programs and services.

• �Including businesses, parents, schools, faith-

based organizations, and people interested 

in children’s well-being in the planning, 

implementing, and coordinating services.

• �Assessing what the community offers for early 

childhood services and then enhancing those 

services by helping organizations work together 

to coordinate their programs.

A comprehensive early childhood system is a single, 
interconnected network of public and private 
services which works to accomplish better results 
for children ages birth to five and their families. 

Core components:

Pediatric & Family Health
Offer pediatric and child development screening, 
assessment, and specialized services to meet each 
child’s unique physical, emotional, behavioral, 
and social needs

Social & Emotional Health
Provide specialized screening, assessment and 
intervention services designed to promote the 
social-emotional well-being of all infants and 
young children.

Child Care & Early Education
Early care (child care) and education services 
support the early learning, physical health and 
social-emotional well-being of infants and 
young children.

Parent Leadership
Families support and guide the early learning 
of their infants and young children.

Family Support
Provides support and services that address the 
issues that weaken the ability of families to 
nurture the well-being, safety and overall healthy 
development of their infants and young children.

The Great Start Parent Coalition’s purpose 	
is to increase knowledge and participation 	
in early childhood planning and decision-
making for the county.

The Coalition:

• �Strengthens the voice of parents in the 
community on behalf of young children.

• �Assists in building public support for early 
childhood investment.

• �Assists in the Great Start Collaborative 
evaluation and strategic planning work.

Want more information about the 		
Parent Coalition? Contact Tammara Jewell
Allegan County Great Start Parent Liaison
Phone: (269) 686-5299 Ext: 3927
Email: tjewell@alleganaesa.org
Website: www.allegangreatstartcollaborative.org

What is the Great Start 
Collaborative?

What is a comprehensive 
early childhood system?

What is the Great Start 
Parent Coalition?



A Great Start for every
child in Allegan County:
safe, healthy, and eager

to succeed in school and in life.

Why are early childhood 
programs important?

Our Partners

Studies show that high-quality early 

childhood programs:

• �Increase high school graduation rates and 

college enrollment rates.

• �Improve educational performance through 

higher test scores, fewer children require 

special education, and schools’ have lower 

drop-out rates.

• �Produce employees with relatively higher 

rates of productivity.

• �Reduce juvenile delinquency and criminal 

activity later in life.

• �Reduce welfare use.

• �Reduce child abuse.

(�Lessons Learned: A Review of Early Childhood 

Development Studies, by Jean Burr, Ph.D. and     

Rob Grunewald)

• �Allegan Area Chamber of Commerce

• �Allegan Area Educational Service Agency

• �Allegan County Community Foundation

• �Allegan County Community Mental Health

• �Allegan County Department of Human Services

• �Allegan County Family Court

• �Allegan County Health Department

• �Allegan County Resource Development 

Committee, Inc.

• �Allegan County Sheriff’s Department

• �Allegan County United Way

• �Great Start Readiness Program

• �Michigan State University Extension -	

Allegan County

• �Parents

• �Pathways, MI

• �Perrigo Company

• �Safe Harbor Children’s Advocacy Center

Want to participate or need more information 

about the collaborative? Visit us at: 		

www.allegangreatstartcollaborative.org

Please contact our Director, Megan Koops-Fisher

Phone: (269) 532-0540

Email: mkoops-fisher@alleganaesa.org

Please pass this on to a friend or recycle.


