


Why are early childhood
programs important?

Studies show that high-quality early
childhood programs:

¢ Increase high school graduation rates and
college enrollment rates.

* Improve educational performance through
higher test scores, fewer children require
special education, and schools’ have lower
drop-out rates.

* Produce employees with relatively higher
rates of productivity.

¢ Reduce juvenile delinquency and criminal
activity later in life.

* Reduce welfare use.

* Reduce child abuse.

(Lessons Learned: A Review of Early Childhood
Development Studies, by Jean Burr, Ph.D. and
Rob Grunewald)

Our Partners

* Allegan Area Chamber of Commerce

* Allegan Area Educational Service Agency

* Allegan County Community Foundation

¢ Allegan County Community Mental Health

e Allegan County Department of Human Services
* Allegan County Family Court

 Allegan County Health Department

» Allegan County Resource Development
Committee, Inc.

e Allegan County Sheriff's Department

* Allegan County United Way

* Great Start Readiness Program

* Michigan State University Extension -
Allegan County

* Parents

* Pathways, Ml

* Perrigo Company

» Safe Harbor Children’s Advocacy Center

Want to participate or need more information
about the collaborative? Visit us at:
www.allegangreatstartcollaborative.org
Please contact our Director, Megan Koops-Fisher
Phone: (269) 532-0540

Email: mkoops-fisher@

Allegan County
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A partner of the
Early Childhood Investment Corporation

A Great Start for every
child in Allegan County:
safe, healthy, and eager

to succeed in school and in life.



